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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to communications of application filed 10/14/2004. 

2. The disposition of the claims is as follows: claims 1-30 are pending in the application. 
Claims 1,11,21 and 28-30 are independent claims. Claims 28-30 are newly added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 5-10, 11, 12, 15-20, 21 and 23-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as 
being disclosed by Samar, (US 6563514 Bl). 

A. Samar discloses claim 1, "A method for displaying resource aids in a display area, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

displaying a user interface comprising at least one displayable object within a display area; and 
responsive to an initiating event, wherein said initiating event is a position of a cursor over a 
sensitive area of said displayable object [col. 4, Ins. 39-45], placing a transparent [col. 9, his. 34- 
36] resource aid within said display area in association with said at least one displayable object, 
such that said at least one displayable object is not obscured by said transparent resource aid [col. 
4, Ins. 21-45]" as [detailed]. Wherein [The bubble software configures a processing system such 
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that when a pointer or cursor is positioned by a user over an item of interest] corresponds to 
"cursor placement" and [item of interest] corresponds to "sensitive region". 

B. Per independent claims 1 1 and 21, these are directed to a system and program, 
respectively, for performing the method of independent claim 1, and therefore are identically 
rejected to independent claim 1. 

C. Samar discloses claim 2, "The method for displaying resource aids in accordance with 
claim 1, said method further comprising the step of: 

responding to said initiating event, wherein said initiating event is at least one of a cursor 
placement, an occurrence of a user-defined event, and a user input" supra for claim 1. Wherein 
[The bubble software configures a processing system such that when a pointer or cursor is 
positioned by a user over an item of interest] corresponds to "cursor placement" and [item of 
interest] corresponds to "sensitive region". 

D. Per dependent claim 12, this is directed to a system for performing the method of 
dependent claim 2, and therefore is rejected to dependent claim 2. 

E. Samar discloses claim 5, "The method for displaying resource aids in accordance with 
claim, said method further comprising the steps of: 

monitoring performance of a plurality of parts of a computer system; and 

compiling information for said transparent resource aid from said monitored performance 

for a selection from among said plurality of parts" supra for claim 1 and furthermore in col. 2, In. 

53 - col. 3, In. 16; col. 5, his. 5-14; and col. 6, Ins. 62 - col. 7, In. 47. 

F. Per dependent claims 15 and 23, these are directed to a system and program, respectively, 
for performing the method of dependent claim 5, and therefore are rejected to dependent claim 5. 
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G. Samar discloses claim 6, "The method for displaying resource aids in accordance with 
claim 1, said method further comprising the steps of: 

monitoring a plurality of transparency settings for each of a plurality of displayable objects 
displayed within said user interface; and compiling information for said transparency resource 
aid from said monitored transparency settings" supra for claim 1 . Wherein [The bubble software 
configures a processing system such that when a pointer or cursor is positioned by a user over an 
item of interest, and without further interaction from the user, information related to the item of 
interest is retrieved locally and/or remotely and then presented to the user] corresponds to 
"monitoring pluraUty of displayable objects displayed within said user interface; and compiling 
information" and [The bubble may also take on a variety of colors, shapes, shadings, and 
transparency levels] corresponds to 'a plurality of transparency settings'. Thus Samar inherently 
discloses information related to the item of interest for bubble transparency levels. 

H. Samar discloses claim 7, "The method for displaying resource aids in accordance with 
claim 1, said method further comprising the step of: placing said transparent resource aid to 
maximize space remaining in said display area" supra for claim 1 and furthermore in col. 9, his. 
57-60. 

J. Samar discloses claim 8, "The method for displaying resource aids in accordance with 
claim 1, said method further comprising the step of: placing said transparent resource aid, 
wherein said transparent resource aid comprises at least one from among text, graphics, video, 
and audio" supra for claim 1 and furthermore in col. 8, Ins. 22-24. 

K. Samar discloses claim 9, "The method for displaying resource aids in accordance with 
claim 1, said method further comprising the step of: adjusting a visual indication of a 
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dimensional height of said transparent resource aid to indicate a quantity associated with a 
monitored resource being described by said transparent resource aid" supra for claim 1 and 
furthermore in col. 9, bis 36-44. Wherein [bubble size] corresponds to "height". 
L. Samar discloses claim 10, "The method for displaying resource aids in accordance with 
claim 1, said method further comprising the step of: placing said transparent resource aid in a 
background of said display area in association with said at least one displayable object, wherein 
said transparent resource aid is darkened to draw attention to said at least one displayable object" 
supra for claim 1 and furthermore in col. col. 8, Ins. 22-24 and col. 9, his. 34-37. Wherein [or 
even the background or shape of the bubble itself] corresponds to "background" and [shadings] 
corresponds to "darkened". 

M. Per dependent claims 16-20 and 24-27, these are directed to a system and program, 
respectively, for performing the method of dependent claims 6-10, and therefore are rejected to 
dependent claims 6-10. 

N. Per independent claims 28-30, these are directed to a method, system and program, 
respectively, for performing the method of independent claim 1 and dependent claim 5, and 
therefore are rejected to independent claim 1 and dependent claim 5. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 4, 14 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Samar, (US 6563514 Bl) as applied to claims 1,11 and 21 above, and further in view of 
Higashiyama et al., (US 6,842,183 B2), hereinafter Higashiyama. 

A. Samar discloses claim 4, "The method for displaying resource aids in accordance with 
claim 1, said method fiirther comprising the steps of: 

determining a graphical output format for said transparent resource aid [col. 9, Ins. 30-34; 60- 
67]; adjusting a transparency of said transparent resource aid according to user transparency 
preferences [col. 9, Ins. 34-36; 46-47]; determining a display position for said transparent 
resource aid [col. 9, Ins. 32-34; 57-60]; and adjusting said transparency of said transparency 
resource aid according to said display position" supra for claim 1 and fiirthermore in [Col. 9, In. 
30 - col. 10, In. 4]. However, Samar does not appear to disclose "and adjusting said transparency 
of said transparency resource aid according to said display position", but Higashiyama does in 
claim 1, particularly at "a rewriting means for rewriting the pixel data from the image processing 
means at the same pixel position as that of the first memory from which the pixel data was read 
when said distance information from the viewing point of the simulated camera is a specified 
reference value or larger, and a control means for causing the image processing means and the 
rewriting means to repeatedly operate only a specified number of times each successively 
increasing the specified reference value and successively increasing a degree of transparency of 
pixels having distance data equal to or greater than the specified reference value such that pixels 
having distances fiirther from the simulated camera position appear with greater transparency 
than pixels having distance closer to the simulated camera position, and the image in the first 
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memory being introduced to the monitor after processing by the control means is completed." 
Emphasis added. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply 'transparency information bubbles' disclosed by Samar in 
combination with positional transparency disclosed by Higashiyama, and motivated to combine 
the teachings because it would personaUze the nature of the information and its retrieval based 
on user-defined criteria as revealed by Samar in col. 9, lines 53-55. 

B. Per dependent claims 14 and 22, these are directed to a system and program, respectively, 
for performing the method of dependent claim 4, and therefore are rejected to dependent claim 4. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-27 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Responses 

8. Responses to this action should be mailed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 
Washington, D.C. 20231. If appUcant desires to fax a response, (703) 872-9306 may be used for 
formal communications. 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
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Inquiries 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conmiunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Greg Cxumingham whose telephone number is (703) 308-6109. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Bella, can be reached on (703) 308-6829. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Hand-deUvered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone 
number is (703) 306-0377. 
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